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chapters of the modern Purans now represent the
ancient itiha$a> of course, in an abridged form. Vyasa
(i4th century B. C.) was the first to collect the ancient
Purans which he called the Purana Sanhita and
which he gave to his disciple Roma-harshana to preserve
and spread.
Gradually 36 Puranas arose, 18 principal and 18
minor. Jains and Buddhists also have their Purans.
But we know very little of them yet.
Purans are mostly written in verse. Prose Purans
also exist: The 18 chief Hindu Purans contain 4 lakhs
of slokas. They have live characteristic topics vis, cos*
mogony, regeneration, geneology, grand periods of
Manu and the history of modern nations.
'Some portions of Puranas are spirited and poetical.'
Of the 18 Parana, 6 are given to Brahma T/Ijr. Brahmanda
12000 slokas, Brahma Vaivarta 18000, Markandeya
9000, Bhavishya 14500, Bam ana 10000 and Brahma
10000 6 are given to Vishnu, v/*., Vishnu 23000*.
Naradiya 25000, Bhagavata 18000, Garuda 19000, Padina
55000, Varaha 24000. 6 are given to Siva via t Matsya
14000, Kurma '17000, Ltnga iiooo, Viyu 24000, Skanda
81000, and Agni 15400.
Puranas now rank as the Scripture* of the ordinary
Hindus. They explain, by examples, all branches of
human learning 1/1*5., history, geography, law, medicine,
grammar, philosophy, Veda, Vedangas, music, rhetoric,
mathematics, astronomy, sacred places, worship of gods,
priests, traditions, modern cults, sectarian beliefs, stories,
fables, anecdotes, arms, weapons, war, village, towns-